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Letter from the Editor 


Brothers and Sisters, 


This will be a notable edition of the No Shackles Newsletter because this 
month America chose Donald J. Trump as the 45" president of the United 
States. The night of the election, | couldn’t stay up to watch the 
announcement of the winner. | woke up to the news the next morning, my 
social media feeds were exploding with disappointment, rage and even 
fear. Undocumented students from my university were afraid for fear of 
losing the opportunity to finish their education while people of color and 
marginalized communities everywhere are gripped with shock. 

In trying to come to terms with the reality of a Trump presidency, it has 
been important for me to recognize that that he was chosen by the 
Americans that have always been making the decisions for this country, 
the white American majority whose political agenda are focused on 
profiting from the oppression of people of color. The reality of our 
situation has not changed, regardless of who the president is. Let’s, “Make 
America Great Again” simply means let’s oppress more and get more out 
of the fall of others, we can see this in the sudden rise of private prison 
stocks just after his election. This fact of the privatized prison industry 
destroying the Black community has not changed even under the 
leadership of a Black man, President Barack Obama. This is because the 
government is organized in order to sustain the systems and institutions 
that oppress us. For example, the local governments funding the public 
school system through local property taxes, which creates prison pipeline 
from schools in impoverished communities. It is up to us to expose these 
systems by uprooting their joint cause, the prison industrial complex, this 
will continue to be our goal regardless of the election’s outcome. 


In solidarity, 
Amani Sawari (@SawariMi) 








V4 
SX iamWE Prison Advocacy Network 
~Ma. 


‘leetion Melitiom 


Ff Pi esielemrtal 


ee 


Inside this Issue: 
Letter from the Editor (p.1) 


JLS Political Insight Column (p.2) 


Are You Surprised by the Outcome of This 
Election? (p.2) 


How Prison Labor is the New American 
Slavery and Most of Us Unknowingly 
Support it (p.4) 


Private Prison Stocks Surge After Donald 
Trump Victory (p.8) 


Millions for Prisoners March (p.9) 
Getting Involved Inside and Outside (p.11) 


Reader Submissions (p.13) 

-Amend the 13th "Legal" Slavery in 
America Movement, by Heshima 

-The Black Ones Too, by Kevin Cooper 





he 13th Amendment to 
the Constitution declared that 
"Neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted, shall exist with- 
in the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction." 


JLS Political Insight Column 


The Elections of Trump and other fascists in the United States 


What does this mean to the Prison Resistance Movement? For JLS this election means nothing 
to us in the sense of our goals/mission. We are not relying on elected officials, but the POWER 
of the people. 

Repressions by elected or appointed officials on our movement will continue. Like Trump they 
may become more open and straight forward, nonetheless they will continue. Trust me Obama 
has green lighted a few security and surveillance measures himself as it relates to the swell of 
prison resistance. 

It is the PEOPLE that bring change. The President and Congress are limited when the people 
united DEMAND it. Amerika your continuous racist views and fears are openly apparent today 
with the election. We recognize this. And understand the nature of it. Whatever direction 
Amerika openly takes, be sure to know that those enslaved will continue to resist! 

All Power to the People! We fight because we have no other alternatives! ! 

JLS 


Are You Surprised by the Outcome of this 
Election? 


Amani Sawarili 


Although many felt from the beginning that the Trump Campaign was a running joke of a tired 
Republican Party, after of Mitt Romney’s loss in 2012 and John McCain in 2008, last night America 
voted for Republican candidate Donald J. Trump as the 45" president of the United States. Tears 
strolled from the faces of audience members at Democratic Rallies across the country as Trump led 
in the polls. Many couldn’t believe news headlines the next morning. Did we do something wrong? 
Were we not united? Clinton won more counties where less than 50% of the population is white. 
Similarly, she won more counties where at least 45% of the population is African American 
However, many people, like myself, chose to vote 3" party as a result of their dissatisfaction with 
the American 2-Party System. A manipulative system that shines a light on only 2, corporately 
funded candidates, while suppressing the other candidates could never be an effective democracy. 
A true winner cannot come out of an ill-informed decision. Surprisingly this presidential election 
produced the strongest showing in 20 years for third-party and independent candidates. Alternative 
candidates like Green Party’s Jill Stein and Libertarian Party’s Gary Johnson have received well over 
5% of the popular vote combined. 
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Johnson’s campaign did recognize the need for a 
change in laws in order to stop the effects of the 
War on Drugs. He called for criminal justice 
reform recognizing the negative impact that 
madatory minimum sentencing has had in 
reducing the role of judges and prosecutors. His 
campaign called for the reduction of recidividm 
while also supporting law enforcement. 
Johnson’s votes polled at, at least 1% for each 
state, reaching it’s highest in New Mexico where 
he recived 9.4% of total votes. 





The Green Party nominee, Jill Stein’s campaign is 
committed to protecting Mother Earth as a core 
value. Irresponsible corporate business practices, 
like oil fracking, that pollute tons of gallons of 
clean water, value cutting costs over the health of 
the planet. Stein’s commitment to not just simply 
wisumesmeane “CUtting back’ on these practices but to, “Lead a 
— global treaty to halt climate change,” shows 
a= Confidence in the US’ ability to reverse our current 
worldwide devastating practices, this also 
connects to Stein’s New Green Deal plan, 
“transitioning to 100% clean renewable energy by 
2030, and investing in public transit, sustainable agriculture, and conservation”. 






In the end Trump’s win was on account of the following states which Mitt Romney lost in 2012: 
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, lowa, Florida and Ohio. It was as though it was more than Obama’s 
charismatic nature that won Americans over these past 8 years. Whatever his secret is, it’s 
something Hilary does not have. Below is where you will find a map of each state decision. 


228 Hillary Clinton @ Donald J. Trump 2 19 
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59,445,467 votes (47.7%) 270 to win 59,251,810 votes (47.5%) 





Ss , 4 Cp 
States | wo. | § 
5 et <s >, ai , .H 
; ee VER 
eC Mich. Con, 





i Sk 
By se 


Change from 
2012 


a 


HB Runoff 
No election 
No results 





Nf 

WF) 

(am iamWE Prison Advocacy Network 
eh 


Regardless of the outcome of the presidential election decision, Millions for Prisoners will continue 
to do the work we’ve planned for our March with the goal of Abolishing the 13" amendment. 
Whoever sits as president does not change the passion behind the work that organizers are doing 
inside and outside as a part of this revolutionary movement. Whoever sits as president also does 
not alter the greed of those who continue to lobby for and create laws that profit from slavery 
practices. Instead of feeling paralyzed by the fear we may have of the effects of a presidential era, 
we should be comforted by the recognition of the strength we have among each other. 


Sources: 

https://www.johnsonweld.com/criminal justice reform 
http://reason.com/blog/2016/11/09/where-the-third-party-candidates-were-st 
http://sawarimi.org/2016/10/06/2016-presidential-election-my-support-for-green-partys-jill- 





stein-and-ajamu-baraka/ 


http://www. jill2016.com 


How Prison Labor is the New American 
Slavery and Most of Us Unknowingly 
Support it 


Sara Burrows 

JUNE 13, 2016 http://returntonow.net/ 

If you buy products or services from any of the 50 companies listed below (and you likely do), 
you are supporting modern American slavery 





_ American slavery was technically abolished in 1865, but 
a loophole in the 13th Amendment has allowed it to 

— continue “as a punishment for crimes” well into the 21st 
century. Not surprisingly, corporations have lobbied for 
a broader and broader definition of “crime” in the last 
150 years. As a result, there are more (mostly dark- 
skinned) people performing mandatory, essentially 
unpaid, hard labor in America today than there were in 
1830. 

. | . With 5 percent of the world’s population and 25 
percent of the world’s prison population: the united States has the largest incarcerated population in 
the world. No other society in history has imprisoned more of its own citizens. There are half a million 
more prisoners in the U.S. than in China, which has five times our population. Approximately 1 in 100 
adults in America were incarcerated in 2014. Out of an adult population of 245 million that year, there 
were 2.4 million people in prison, jail or some form of detention center. The vast majority — 86 percent — 
of prisoners have been locked up for non-violent, victimless crimes, many of them drug-related. 
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Big Business is making big bucks off of prison labor: 


Incarceration rate of inmates incarcerated under state and federal 
jurisdiction per 100,000 population 1925-2014 
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While prison labor helps produce goods and services for almost every big business in America, here are a 
few examples from an article that highlights the epidemic: 


Whole Foods — You ever wonder how Whole Foods can afford to keep their prices so low (sarcasm)? 
Whole Foods’ coffee, chocolate and bananas might be “fair trade,” but the corporation has been 
offsetting the “high wages” paid to third-world producers with not-so-fair-wages here in America. 


The corporation, famous for its animal welfare rating system, apparently was not as concerned about 
the welfare of the human “animals” working for them in Colorado prisons until April of this year. 


You know that $12-a-pound tilapia you thought you were buying from “sustainable, American family 
farms?” It was raised by prisoners in Colorado, who were paid as little as 74 cents a day. And that fancy 
goat cheese? The goats were raised and milked by prisoners too. 


McDonald’s — The world’s most successful fast food franchise purchases a plethora of goods 
manufactured in prisons, including plastic cutlery, containers, and uniforms. The inmates who sew 
McDonald’s uniforms make even less money by the hour than the people who wear them. 


Wal-Mart — Although their company policy clearly states that “forced or prison labor will not be 
tolerated by Wal-Mart,” basically every item in their store has been supplied by third-party prison labor 
factories. Wal-Mart purchases its produce from prison farms, where laborers are often subjected to long 
hours in the blazing heat without adequate food or water. 


Victoria’s Secret — Female inmates in South Carolina sew undergarments and casual-wear for the pricey 
lingerie company. In the late 1990’s, two prisoners were placed in solitary confinement for telling 
journalists that they were hired to replace “Made in Honduras” garment tags with “Made in USA” tags. 
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AT&T — In 1993, the massive phone company laid off 
thousands of telephone operators—all union members—in 
order to increase their profits. Even though AT&T’s company 
policy regarding prison labor reads eerily like Wal-Mart’s, 
they have consistently used inmates to work in their call 
centers since ’93, barely paying them $2 a day. 


BP (British Petroleum) — When BP spilled 4.2 million barrels 
of oil into the Gulf coast, the company sent a workforce of 
almost exclusively African-American inmates to clean up the toxic spill while community members, 
many of whom were out-of-work fisherman, struggled to make ends meet. BP’s decision to use 
prisoners instead of hiring displaced workers outraged the Gulf community, but the oil company did 
nothing to reconcile the situation. 





The full list of companies implicated in exploiting prison labor includes: 


Bank of America GlaxoSmithKline Procter & Gamble 
Bayer Johnson and Johnson Pepsi 

Cargill K-Mart ConAgra Foods 
Caterpillar Koch Industries Shell 

Chevron McDonald’s Starbucks 
Chrysler Merck UPS 

Costco Microsoft Verizon 

John Deere Motorola Wal-Mart 

Eli Lilly and Company Nintendo Wendy’s 

Exxon Mobil Pfizer 


While not all prisoners are “forced” to work, most “opt” to 
because life would be even more miserable if they didn’t, as they 
have to purchase pretty much everything above the barest 
necessities (and sometimes those too) with their hard-earned 
pennies. Some of them have legal fines to pay off and families to 
support on the outside. Often they come out more indebted 

~ than when they went in. 





“Prison farms” aka “modern plantations” 
In places like Texas, however, prison work is mandatory and unpaid — the literal definition of slave labor. 


According the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, prisoners start their day with a 3:30 a.m. wake-up 


call and are served breakfast at 4:30 a.m. All prisoners who are physically able are required to report to 
their work assignments by 6 a.m. 
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“Offenders are not paid for their work, but they can earn privileges as a result of good work habits,” the 
website says. 


Most prisoners work in prison support jobs, like cooking, 
cleaning, laundry, and maintenance, but about 2,500 of them 
work in the Texas prison system’s own “agribusiness 
department,” where they factory-farm 10,000 beef cattle, 
20,000 pigs and a quarter million egg-laying hens. The 
prisoners also produce 74 million pounds of livestock feed per 
year, 300,000 cases of canned vegetables, and enough cotton 
to clothe themselves (and presumably others). They also work 
at meat packaging plants, where they process 14 million 
pounds of beef and 10 million pounds of pork per year. 





While one of the department’s stated goals is to reduce operational costs by having prisoners produce 
their own food, the prison system admittedly earns revenue from “sales of surplus agricultural 
production.” Prisoners who refuse to work — again, unpaid — are placed in solitary confinement. When 
asked if Texas prisons still employ “chain gangs” in the FAQ section, the department responds: 

“No, Texas does not use chain gangs. However, offenders working outside the perimeter fence are 
supervised by armed correctional officers on horseback.” 


Similar “prison farms” exist in Arizona, Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, 
Hawaii, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ohio and other states, where prisoners are forced to work in agriculture, 
logging, quarrying and mining. Wikipedia says while the agricultural goods produced on prison farms is 
generally used to feed prisoners and other wards of the state (orphanages and asylums) they are also 
sold for profit. 


In addition to being forced to labor directly 
for the profit of the government, inmates may _s a \ TASES Oy 
be “farmed out” to private enterprises, 
through the practice of convict leasing, to 
work on private agricultural lands or related 
industries (fishing, lumbering, etc.). The party 
purchasing their labor from the government 
generally does so at a steep discount from the 
cost of free labor. 


RIGHT: 9/20/2016 

Sawari Holding hand drawn “End 
Prison Slavery” poster outside of 
businesses profiting from prison in 
labor in the Mukilteo area of WA 
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Private Prison Stocks Surge After Donald 
Trump Victory 


Investors see a promising future in the business of locking people up for profit. 


Roque Planas 
November 9, 2016 








JOSHUA LOTT/BLOOMBERG VIA GETTY IMAGES 
The La Palma Correctional Center is seen in Eloy, Arizona, May 11, 2010. Private prison stocks 
shot up Wednesday after Donald Trump claimed victory in the U.S. presidential election. 


Stock prices for the country’s two largest private prison contractors skyrocketed Wednesday 
after GOP nominee Donald Trump claimed victory in the U.S. presidential election. 


The largest private prison contractor, CoreCivic — which recently changed its name from 
Corrections Corporation of America — saw its stock shoot up by more than 58 percent shortly 
after morning trading began. Stocks for the second largest contractor, GEO Group, rose by 
more than 28 percent. Over the next few hours of trading, both stocks came down somewhat 
from those peaks, but remained strong. 


The numbers marked a sharp reversal for an industry that had seen its value plummet after the 
Obama administration announced in August that it would phase out the use of private 
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contractors for Bureau of Prisons facilities. That decision came in response to a scathing report 
by the Justice Department’s Officer of the Inspector General, which found that overall, 
privatized prison facilities led to more security problems without necessarily saving money. 


The industry had seemed to lose its footing following the DOJ’s announcement in August. 
Department of Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson recommended in the same month 
that Immigration and Customs Enforcement also review its policies on the use of private prison 
contractors, which are responsible for about two-thirds of immigrant detention beds. 


But after American voters elected a hard-line candidate who ran a platform of cracking down 
on undocumented immigrants and expanding controversial stop-and-frisk policies, investors 
appear to be betting that the private prison industry will expand rather than contract in the 
near future. 


Even before the election, CoreCivic CEO Damon Hininger had said his company’s future looked 
promising, noting in an earnings call earlier this month that an uptick in arrivals of 
undocumented immigrants had led to increased business with ICE. One of CoreCivic’s new 
undertakings is a contract to run an immigrant detention center in Cibola County, New Mexico, 
that formerly served as a federal prison. 


Millions for Prisoners March 





Updates 

Here is a current illustration of local representation for the millions for prisoners’ march stretching 
across all ends of the country from Washington State down to California and over to Florida. Below 
is a list of all of the represented regions. 
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Lancaster, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Riverside, CA 
San Diego, CA 
Santa Barbra, CA 
Palmdale, CA 
Tampa Bay, FL 
Savannah, GA 
Baton Rouge, LA 
New Orleans, LA 
Omaha, NE 


Central New Jersey 
Raleigh, NC 
Lancaster, PA 
Northampton, PA 
Mid-Point South Carolina 
Houston, TX 
Fredericksburg, VA 
Richmond, VA 
Seattle, WA 
Spokane, WA 
Washington D.C. 


Mission Statement 
WE SEEK TO UNITE ACTIVISTS, ADVOCATES, PRISONERS, EX-PRISONERS, THEIR FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS, AS WELL AS ALL OTHERS COMMITTED TO THE FIGHT TO DRASTICALLY REDUCE OR 
ELIMINATE PRISONS AND THE PRISON SYSTEM, AND REPLACE THEM WITH MORE HUMANE AND 
EFFECTIVE SYSTEMS. OUR AIM IS TO EXPOSE THE PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX FOR THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATION THAT IT TRULY IS. WE 
WANT TO CHALLENGE THE IDEA THAT 
CAGING AND CONTROLLING PEOPLE KEEPS 
COMMUNITIES SAFE. WE BELIEVE THAT FOR 
TOO LONG OUR NATION HAS RELIED UPON | | ee Nee 
INCARCERATION AS A WAY TO SOLVE  ———_AOWOCACY NETWORK __ 
BROADER SOCIAL PROBLEMS, TO ITS for | | 
DETRIMENT. IN AUGUST OF 2017, WE WILL 
MARCH ON WASHINGTON TO BRING 
WORLD ATTENTION TO THE CONTINUED 
SLAVERY AND INVOLUNTARY SERVTITUDE IN 
AMERICA, ENABLED BY THE 13TH 
AMENDMENT AND TO HIGHLIGHT THE EVER 
INCREASING MOVEMENT AGAINST THE 
PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX. 


Millions for Prisoners Human n Rights Marc 
August 2017 





millionsforprisonersmarch@gmail.com 
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Getting Involved Inside and Outside 


Local Organizing Committee (LOC) 

The Local organizing committees shall be comprised of various individuals and organizations 
situated in local communities throughout the country. The LOCs will provide direct interaction with 
members of its local community as it relates to the promotion, organization and mobilization for 
the Millions for Prisoners Human Rights March. The LOC will engage members of the local 
community, and provide education on the impacts of the 13th amendment of the U.S constitutions 
and other laws that contribute to mass incarceration in their communities. 


Requirements: 
1. Minimum of 3 participants to form a LOC- 1 member being the Local Representative 
2. All participants must be in agreement to raise awareness and push the Millions for Prisoner 
Human Rights March agenda. Participants are responsible for connecting with organizations 
and recruiting new members 


Prison Organization Committee (POC) 

POCs are operated for the sole purpose to keep the prison population informed on accurate 
information related to the March. This will be done by direct contacts established by the National 
POC manager. Any prisoner can form a POC. The process is simple. You must write for an 
application from the National POC Project Manager. After filing the application, if approved, you 
will receive a certification letter. 


Requirements: 
1. It takes 3 prisoners to form a POC- 1 member being the POC manager 
2. All prisoners must be in agreement to raise awareness and push the Millions for Prisoner 
Human Rights March agenda. Participants are also responsible for recruiting new members. 
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The People's Platform. This episode is all about the 
PEOPLE! Please join us for another exciting and 
informative broadcast. Call in to share your experiences. 
This platform is for activist, advocates, families of 
prisoners, and all concerned citizens. Let your voice be 
heard! 


Saturday 10/8/16 7:30pm EST 
(646) 668-8377 











www.blogtalkradio.com-noshacklesradio 
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Reader Submissions 


AMEND THE 13th: ABOLISH "LEGAL" SLAVERY IN AMERIKA MOVEMENT 
An invitation from the “Amend the 13th™ National Coordinating Committee 
"The Thirteenth Amendment marked the discursive link 


between the civilly dead felon and the slave or social 
non-person...Once the connection to prisons and slaves had 


been made, slavery could resurface under other names..." 


-Colin Dayan 
Amerika is a slave state. A nation who's wealth and prestige rests upon 


the subjugation and exploitation of other humans. In Amerika the process of 
transforming Peopble from humans into slaves is carried out through the "Rule 
of Law". Slavery is “legal” in the United States. We don't mean it was legal, 
but it is legal, and has always been a cornerstone of hierarchy in Amerikan 
society. That slavery remains legal in the U.S. in 2016, though disturbing, 
is not as shocking as the fact that the vast majority of U.S. citizens don't 
know slavery remains ‘legal’. 

The 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution states, "Neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States." The 
maintenance of slavery in the U.S. is designed torymaintain both the physical 
structures of race/class oppression and the (psychological/ideological) 
charicter structure(s) upon which the capitalist system is based. Hierarchal 
authoritarian systems, like U.S. capitalism, can not function without these 
populations forced to the bottom rung of society acting as surplus labor or 
human chattel. Sexism and xenophobia play roles just as crucial as racism 
and classism in the U.S. capitalist arangement. From 1862 to the present day, 
Amerikan criminology and legistlative effect would be a series of refinements 
on this single theme: The systematic criminalization of New Afrikans (i.e. 
Afrikan Amerikans), other oppressed nationalities and the poor; populations 
designated for exploitation or disposal by the U.S. from its' inception. 

The primary rationale for ‘Amend the 13th' is simple: There are thoiiusads 
of dynamic progressive groups and activists engaging the system in anti-PISC 
(Prison Industrial Slave Complex) work, in effect waging the same struggle 
at many different points. Yet this beast is so big, so powerful, so imbedded 
in Amerikan social life that outside of mass social cooperation, it is able 
to ignore, absorb or superficially reform away our individual attacks, while 
keeping the heart of ALL these contradictions protected under layers of 
Constitutional legitimacy and conditioned public support. The heart of these 
contradictions is the slavery provision of the 13th Amendment. 

A MOVEMENT BUILT TO WIN...WITH YOU 


The “Amend the.13th: Abolish “Legal” Slavery in Amerika Movement" is an 
all inclusive, coalition based national campaign and community based 
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organizing effort which is determined to remove the legal and social basis 

for the dehumanization of these subject to the judicial machinery of the 
United States, and finally abolish slavery in Amerika once and for all. 

The Movement has three (3) basic aims: 

1) To amend the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to remove it's "legal" 
slavery provision for all persons; including those found guilty and sentenced 
for a crime. 

2) To abolish all "Civil Death" laws and social containment statutes which 

do not afford Prisoners, x-offenders and their communities full human, 
political, economic and participatory rights in social life in Amerika that 
derive their power from the 13th Amendment. . 

3) To develop and implement as quickly as possible autonomous community based 
economic, political and social infrastructure capable of eliminating, 
mitigating or diminishing the negative impact of mass incarceration, criminal- 
ization and "legal" slavery in our communities. 

We will seek to accomplish this end via a three (3) prong strategy 
designed to raise social awareness of, and public opposition to the continua- 
tion of "legal" slavery in Amerika, while simultaneously undermining its' 
basis. 

A] Organize a national petition drive to amend the 13th Amendment to remove 
it's "legal" slavery provision at the Federal level, and a corresponding 
petition in each state to rescind all "Civil Death" and social containment 
"laws" which derive their powers from the legal slavery provision of the 13th 
Amendment. 

B] To carry out targeted demonstrations which highlight both the negative 
social impact and continued existence of legal slavery in:Amerika. Central 
to this point is educating,organizing, and mobilizing as many People as 
possible to support and/or participate in the MILLIONS 4 PRISONERS MARCH on 
Washington, D.C. in August 2017 (please go to, millionsforprisonersmarch @ 
gmail.com). 

C] Promote and seek formal authority for the implementation of community 
based parole, pardon and clemency review boards based on the concept of 
"Strategic Release". 

In the final analysis, the complete abolition of slavery in the United 
States is a historical imperative. Our social cooperation at this critical 
juncture in history are capable of accomplishing what should have been 
realized over 100 years ago: The abolition of "legal" slavery in Amerika. 

If you would stand against this age old evil, JOIN US, build with us and 
together we will forge a new era of freedom, justice, equality and human 
rights for our society and this world.Support "amend the 13th"! 


To join, contact us at: amendthel3th @ riseup.net 


Visit us at: www.Amendthel3th.wordpress.com 


14 


iamWE Prison Advocacy Network 





The Black Ones Too, by Kevin Cooper 
May 2015 


During the recent events surrounding the murder of 
unarmed Black males by white police officers in this 
country, it has been pointed out, and correctly so, that 
America has a steep and tortured history concerning the 
murders of Blacks by whites—legally and illegally! 

But what has for the most part been left out of this 
real life and death conversation is the fact that Black 
police officers have done, and are still doing, the same 
thing as their white police partners when it comes to 
shooting, murdering, or being an accessory before, during, 
or after the deadly incident. 

There have always been, and will always be, Black 
people, who for one reason or another, find themselves 
working alongside the white people who are murdering us 


in one form or another each and every day of our lives. 

This truth reminds me of 2004, when | came within 
three hours and 42 minutes of being executed by the state 
of California at San Quentin prison. | had known for quite 
a long time that there was a Black man who was the 
spokes man to the media for this institution whenever it 
came to executions and other events. | honestly had no 
idea, however, that Black men were part of this prison’s 
execution squad. 


15 





NZ 

WW) 

(am iamWE Prison Advocacy Network 
, 


That’s until | found myself inside the death chamber 
waiting room being sized up by about 12 members of that 
squad. | was sized up, questioned and then strip 
searched. Ten members of this squad were white men, 
just as | had expected. That’s because these typical 
people have a very real place in history as being paid, or 
in this case, volunteering, to be executioners. However, | 
must admit that | was a bit shocked to see two Black men 
volunteering to murder me. Why | was shocked | am not 
sure, but | was. Maybe it was because of all the history 
books that | have read about my ancestors and our fight 
for freedom within this country. In this reading and learning 
| found that the vast majority of murders, including 
lynchings and executions of Blacks in America have 


happened at the hands of whites. 
While | had also learned in my reading that there were 


certain Africans who sold other Africans to slave catchers 
in Africa, and those slaves were sent throughout the world, 
including to America, | learned that certain slaves on 
certain plantations whipped their fellow slaves, injured 
their fellow slaves, and if told to, murdered their fellow 
slaves whenever the white man told them to do so. Some 
free Black people owned other Blacks as slaves too. 
(There are many different reasons for this historical fact, 
including protecting their family members. ) 
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Even with all this knowledge, | still wasn’t prepared to 
see two Black men as executioners when this state of 
California went about its task of trying to murder me. Most, 
not all, but most of the Black prison guards who worked on 
death row told me and other Black males who are on 
death row that they were against the death penalty. They 
expressed that our history in this country, and their 
knowledge of it, made them against this type of 
punishment! (I guess this is why certain white district 
attorneys try so very hard to keep certain Black people off 


of death penalty juries.) 
These two big burly Black men who were members of 


this particular execution squad had no rank. They were 
just plain old prison guards who were very, very large in 
size. In appearance, they looked like professional football 
players who made their living tackling people. For the 
purpose of being on the execution squad, they were the 
muscle. While | was standing in front of them all, butt 
naked, | was searched, examined, and inspected just like 
any slave on the auction block that | read about in the 


books on American history. 
In my mind | was screaming at them both, asking 


them, “What the fuck are you doing helping them to 
murder me? Don’t you know our history? Don’t you know 
what you’re doing?” Asking them in my mind how could 
they be part of any execution team, especially the one that 
was about to murder me. 
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| said all of that and more in my mind, heart, and 
spirit, but not a word came out of my mouth, That was the 
first and the last time | ever saw those two Black men. 
That’s because at 8:17pm, the U.S. Supreme Court sent 
word that they would not lift the stay of execution that the 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals had granted me earlier that 
day, After that, everyone went their own separate ways. 
Me, | went back to a cell on death row, and them, 
wherever people like them go. 

While many of us who are Black would like to think 
and/or believe that all of our oppression, pain, death, and 
inhumanity comes from just white people, or white men, | 
want to remind everyone, including myself, that there are 
“The Black Ones Too’ who participate in these crimes 
against humanity as well. 

While we Black people, or some of us, expect to 
receive ill treatment by the majority of white people. We 
are shocked, or some of us are shocked, to say the least, 
or hurt, and feel betrayed when we see or learn about one 
of our own doing to us what we are standing up against, 
fighting for and dying for to stop others from doing to us. 

Just as we are standing up and speaking out and 
telling the whole world that Black Lives Matter! Just as we 
are at war with the white oppressors and oppression. We 
must stand up and speak out against all oppression 
because if we don’t we are setting ourselves up to be 
oppressed by our own people too. This we cannot do! 


18 


Nf 

WF) 

(am iamWE Prison Advocacy Network 
, 





In struggle and solidarity from Death Row at San Quentin 
Prison 


www.freekevincooper.org 
www.facebook/freekevincooper 


Submission Info: In addition to publishing content raising awareness about the march and 
providing updates on demonstration progress, the No Shackles Newsletter also accepts work from 
prisoners in the form of articles, art and poetry. This March is about you and some of our most 
meaningful contributions come from the inside. We also accept submissions from friends and family 
members of prisoners. For readers interested in submitting their work: typed and printed can be 
sent to the return address or emailed to <millionsforprisonersmarch@gmail.com>; carbon copy: 
<amanisawari@gmail.com> Submissions should be marked Attn: No Shackles Newsletter 

Facebook: Millions for Prisoners March on Washington 
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Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners 


1. All prisoners shall be treated with the respect due to their inherent 
dignity and value as 
human beings. 


2. There shall be no discrimination on the grounds of race, color, sex, 
language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or 
other status. 


3. It is, however, desirable to respect the religious beliefs and cultural 
precepts of the group to 
which prisoners belong, whenever local conditions so require. 


4. The responsibility of prisons for the custody of prisoners and for the 
protection of society against 

crime shall be discharged in keeping with a State's other social objec- 
tives and its 

fundamental responsibilities for promoting the well-being and develop- 
ment of all members of 

society. 


5. Except for those limitations that are demonstrably necessitated by the 
fact of incarceration, 

all prisoners shall retain the human rights and fundamental freedoms set 
out in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, and, where the State concerned is a party, 
the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Internation- 
al Covenant on Civil and 
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Political Rights and the Optional Protocol thereto, as well as such other 
rights as are set out in 
other United Nations covenants. 


6. All prisoners shall have the right to take part in cultural activities and 
education aimed at 
the full development of the human personality. 


7. Efforts addressed to the abolition of solitary confinement as a punish- 
ment, or to the 
restriction of its use, should be undertaken and encouraged. 


8. Conditions shall be created enabling prisoners to undertake meaning- 
ful remunerated 

employment which will facilitate their reintegration into the country's 
labor market and 

permit them to contribute to their own financial support and to that of 
their families. 


9. Prisoners shall have access to the health services available in the 
country without 
discrimination on the grounds of their legal situation. 


10. With the participation and help of the community and social institu- 
tions, and with due 

regard to the interests of victims, favorable conditions shall be created 
for the reintegration 

of the ex-prisoner into society under the best possible conditions. 


11. The above Principles shall be applied impartially. 
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